\A

STLOUIS POST-DISPATCH

Thurs., Dec. 22, 1“3

McDonnell Douglas Ignores Health Hazards, Workers Charge

By Karen L. Koman
Ot Sxe Post-Dispatch St

Four workers at a McDoanell
Asrcraft Co. plant here say they are
being exposed (o0 the poientiai health
bazard of asheston, &3 well as (0 fumes
and spills from vats of bolling acids
and chemicals.

The employees at Bulldiag 27 —
the compamy's largest paris
manufactaring plant — have sought
heip from the office of Sea. Joha C.
Danforth, R-Me. They my company
officials refuse (o acinowiedge any
miety probiems.

The aireraft compasy s part of the
Mc Donnell Douglas Corp.

John W. Menefee, s machine
repairman, says that with the beip of
dozens of otber workers, he has
compiled 8 st of about 50 safety
prodlems. The list — signed by
Meaefee snd co-workers Bulch
Hughes, Glean Spruell and Doan
MchMester — was presented eariler
this week Lo company officials.

McDoaneli officiais say (hey have s
good record on safety and
accupational healid lssues

Spokesman Raymoad A. Deftry said
the compasy piaaned 10 investigals
the complaiats, hut de would aol
discuss

The four workers who came
forward with the complaints say (hey
were spurred by bealth concerns and
don’'t waal (o be braaded as
troubiemakers. Mensfoe, Who hLas
workod at the piaat for about a year,
said, “When 1 (oid my mupervisors
aboul the problems, they told me that
1 should be worried abswl my job, not
asbeston.” Be mid be and olbers had
compiained repasiedly (0 his wanion
mmuuuu

Denry said Meaefee bhad been
suspended recently for opersating
machioery carelessly.

District 837 of the {nternational
Assoclation of Machialisits and
Aerospace Workers represents about
10,000 McDoaneil empioyees, The
district’'s preudeal. Cametl Willlams,
said he was unaware of any poteatial
hoaith hazards at the plant.

Toe s of complaints alleges thal
asbestos, wsed (o lasulaie the steam

pipes oa the celling, has burst out of its
prutective casing ln places and is also
preseat in batbrooms, heating ducts
and other gitea. Exposure (o asbestos
CAN cause cancer.

Many of the other complaints
lavolve tanks of aclds — used to etch
metal — and degreasing solvents sl
the piant. Workers contend that the
plant’s exhaust sysiems fuaction
poorly. They say an acid mist from the
tanks pervadaa the work area, causiag
nosebleeds, smarting eyes, headaches
and sinus problems.

They aiso say spllis from the tanks
have been commoa. The acid and
other substances are allowed (0 wask
down storm sewers, they say.

Menefee sald he had constant
nosebleeds and coughed up mucus. “If
you bappen (o walk by and the wind is
biowing the right way, it will about
knock you (0 your knees,” he maid

But Deffrey, the McDonaneil
spokesman, sald pas! |nspections by
the company's safely division had
revealed no problems. He said the
workers were ool giving “lhe system”

at the compaay a chance to work. No
written compiaigt has been Wied
through channeis pe said.

Anne Forry, a sealor attorney at
McDoaanell, sald the company is
“dedicated to eavironmenial
compliance and beyoand thal® She
sald that the federal Occupations)
Safety and Heallh Agency probably
would conduct as jnvestigatioa, toc.

A spoliesman fér Daaforth said that
his staff here bhad

planaed- to kemp labs oa aay
lavestigation.

Denver Holt, an Industrial
hygienist and supervisor in OSHA's
heaith divisioa bere, sald he had
Investigated sporadic complaints at
Bullding 27 In the past but had never
conducted 8 compiete safety
inspection. Holt smid OSHA officlals
had been at the plant last year to
investigate a complaint about noise.
That complainl was unsubstantiated.

Workers al Bullding 27 sald OSHA
had ladicated that it could be weeks
before the agency would inspect the
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plant. Menefee sald so written
complaiat had besa flied becauss i
must be flled by his supervisors, who
were unwilling to do so.

Each of the employees who
complaioed bad his own litany of
health probiems and safety concerns.

Spruell, s pipefittar st McDoanell
for 20 years, said he had kaots all over
his body and breathing difficultiag, as
well ss uncentrolishie t'll:lln‘ and

“1 like my job and the company and
the beaefits, bul some of the thimgn
that go oa are intolerabie,” he said.
“We're crying for belp.”

Spruell said he once was knocked
unconscious from foxic fumes while
cleaning a vat coalalning remnants of
cleaning solveats.

*1 blacked out for 45 minutes,” he
sald. °l know that there are special
safely proceduies for cleaning out
vats like that — bul two years later,
I'm still trylng to get them from my
supervisor.®

McMaster, a8 machine repalrman,
said constani problems with bearings
and other parts oa machines attosted
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“The bearings just get eaten awey,
or & brown rusty stuff gets on them *
be mld. "It makes you woader what

they (the vagors) do to peopls.”
Ms. Forry maid the y was
looking iato the Sprueil t. She

said the company trequenll
coaducted air samplings and {
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sasbosios.

llcbnneu says that protecri
clothing and respirators are avaljable
for workers who clean or fill the vy
and that supervisors are r. ﬂ
for decidingwhen they are needeq

Mchianter, who has worked aj i,
plant for itheee years, said he wms
coacerned sbout (he high levels of
dust and paRicles in the alr som
cutting metdiparts. He said particles
of metal had&ritated his eyes and had
become lodgad in hisskin.

<1 wen! tothe aurse, and she 1old.
me ‘(hat they would gradually wort
thelr way out” he said.



